
Friends, 

As a new father, I’m learning that you always worry about your child. But 
when you send them off to school, you shouldn’t have to worry they will 
fall victim to gun violence. But that story is now all too common in America, 
from mass shootings in places like Aurora to Kalamazoo and Parkland. But 
mass shootings are only part of the story – in Detroit, where I was Health 
Commissioner, death by homicide is the most common cause of death 
among young men aged 12-35. From 2008-2013, over 6,000 Michiganders 
were killed by gun violence – making it deadlier than traffic fatalities. And 
Michigan is also not immune to the epidemic of mass shooters. In 2016, a 
mentally unstable man who never should have possessed a gun went on a 
shooting rampage in Kalamazoo, killing six people and 2 others injured.  

Clearly, gun violence is a national epidemic. Enough is enough. The time is long 
overdue to treat this as the public health issue it is. As Governor of Michigan, 
I won’t stop working until no parent has to bury her child. Too many elected 
officials are scared of a corporate gun lobby that is more concerned with 
making profits for gun manufacturers than promoting responsible gun own-
ership. I will never take a dime from the gun lobby. I am beholden to no one 
but the people of Michigan, and I will work for common-sense steps to re-
duce gun violence and keep guns out of the hands of people who shouldn’t 
have them, like domestic abusers and violent criminals. 

—Abdul El-Sayed, Democratic Candidate for Michigan Governor
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ABDUL EL-SAYED FOR GOVERNOR



GUN SAFETY
PROHIBIT THE SALE OR POSSESSION OF “WEAPONS OF WAR,” LARGE CAPACITY 
MAGAZINES, AND ANY MODIFIERS THAT INCREASE FIRE RATE.       

Thanks to the DeVos family, Michigan has the most unregulated charter school environment 
Growing up, I spent time with my family in Gratiot and Montcalm County - I came to respect 
Michigan hunting culture and tradition. My own uncle even learned how to prepare the veni-
son he’d hunt halal so that his Muslim family members could also enjoy it. However, we must 
recognize that military-style assault weapons like the AR-15 – the weapon of choice for mass 
shooters – are not required to take down a buck. These weapons of war are meant for one 
thing: killing people during war. For that reason, these weapons and any accessories meant 
to increase their killing ability should be banned from sale in Michigan.

CLOSE BACKGROUND CHECK LOOPHOLES

Currently, Michigan law does not require background checks for sales at gun shows, by pri-
vate sellers, and for the sale of firearms other than handguns. As Governor, I will support 
background checks for all gun sales, including the sale of long guns. This could be achieved 
by expanding the current purchase-to-permit system to cover handguns and long guns, so 
that purchase permits are required to buy any type of guns from private sellers.

INCLUDE DOMESTIC ABUSERS IN MICHIGAN’S PROHIBITED PURCHASER PROVISIONS

The presence of a firearm in a Domestic Violence situation makes it 5 times more likely a 
woman will be murdered. In fact, over half of mass shooter incidents involve the killer shooting 
intimate partners or other family members, including their children. Currently, Michigan law 
is incredibly weak when it comes to prohibiting convicted domestic abusers from purchasing 
or possessing guns. Common sense legislation to prevent domestic abusers from obtaining 
firearms must do all of the following:

— Prohibit individuals convicted of domestic violence misdemeanors from possessing or 
purchasing firearms;

— Require courts to notify individuals convicted of domestic abuse that they are no longer 
allowed to possess ammunition or firearms;

— Require the surrender of firearms or ammunition by individuals convicted of domestic 
abuse;

— Require law enforcement to remove firearms from the scene of a domestic violence 
incident.
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GUN SAFETY
REQUIRE THE MICHIGAN STATE POLICE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT TO DISARM 
INDIVIDUALS WHO BECOME PROHIBITED PURCHASERS AFTER PURCHASING A WEAP-
ON, BEING ISSUED A HANDGUN PURCHASE LICENSE, OR RECEIVING A CONCEALED 
CARRY PERMIT   

Federal law does not require licensed dealers to conduct a background check if the pur-
chaser presents a state permit to purchase or possess firearms that meet certain conditions. 
Thus, any Michigander with a handgun purchase license or a concealed pistol license that 
was issued on or after November 22, 2005 are exempt from the federal background check 
requirement. This means that people who have become ineligible to possess firearms after 
getting these licenses may still be able to buy weapons without a background check if the 
state fails to remove these licenses in a timely manner.

REINTRODUCE DISCRETION INTO THE CONCEALED PISTOL PERMIT PROCESS

Michigan is known as a “shall issue” state, meaning that county clerks - the only body autho-
rized to issue concealed pistol permits - are required to issue permits to all qualified appli-
cants. We need to reintroduce discretion into the process so that communities again have 
the ability to oversee who can carry a concealed weapon. One way this could be done is 
through a return to “county gun boards,” which had the final say over the issuance of con-
cealed carry permits before 2000 in Michigan. Michigan should also implement a “red flag 
law,” which would allow family members and law enforcement to seek a court order to tem-
porarily restrict or remove access to guns when a person poses a danger to themselves or 
others. Mass shooters and people contemplating suicide often display warning signs. Red flag 
laws allow family members and law enforcement to take action before tragedy occurs.

PROHIBIT THE OPEN CARRY OF FIREARMS IN PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND REGISTERED PRI-
VATE ESTABLISHMENTS

Small business owners deserve the right to have a say whether or not their customers may 
carry a gun openly. Under this new system, business owners could enter their establishments 
into a state registry if they do not wish to allow open carry. And nobody should be able to 
carry a weapon onto school grounds.
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